



Source: Statement by John Kerry of Vietnam Veterans against the War (1971)
Context
The document I chose to analyze is the Vietnam War Protests created by John Kerry on April 23 1971, in Washington, United States. John Kerry is a Vietnam veteran who served as a spokesperson on behalf of the Vietnam veterans representing them before the Senate Committee of Foreign Relations. He later became a senator in Massachusetts Senator and in 2004 contended for the presidential seat. He spoke of the rising disappointment with the Vietnam War and delivered a charge of the rationale behind its prosecution. He was an anti-war advocate.
Summary
This source explores the Issue of the Vietnam War. John Kerry wanted the Vietnam War to be put to an end. As an anti-war advocate, he put across some main points about the Vietnam War.  John Kerry emphasized that America should put an end to the war in Vietnam. One of his main points is that Vietnam posed no threat to the United States and thus there was no need to continue fighting them. According to John Kerry, it was a senseless war, which only led to the loss of more and more lives without a good rationale behind it. Another point is that, America was only continuing with the war due to pride; to prove a point. He also emphasized on the point that the Vietnamese only fought back because they wanted to be free of the American regime that was keeping them in fear with warplanes hovering above them every now and then. 
The interesting thing I have learned from the source is that the American President, President Nixon, did not want to be considered the first president to lose a war. He felt, that by retreating from the Vietnam War, he would be considered to have lost the war. As such, he sent more and more American troops to the war just to prove a point, which he cannot lose. Many American soldiers lost their lives in the process just because of his pride.
Connections:
[bookmark: _GoBack]This source addresses the topic of the Vietnam War. It provided more information on the topic, stating that many people back in the United States of America did not really understand or get a true report of what was going on in the War in Vietnam. Body counts were falsified and destruction and killings blamed on other parties e.g. Viet Cog.  This source also supported some of the information that I already knew. For instance, the Vietnamese were not a threat to the United States, and the continuation of the war just led to the loss of lives of American soldiers due to pride. Also, it supported the fact that the Vietnam War would have ended way earlier than it did if the United States had put pride aside and retreated from the war. This source also changed the way I think about this topic. For instance, I now think that there would have been more anti-war advocates and Vietnam Veterans had the United States provided a true account of the Vietnam War to the American people. More people would have realized that there was no need to continue with the war and they would have fought for its end thus ending the war earlier than it actually did end.


